
SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020 

BEFORE WE WORSHIP, WE REFLECT… 
Some who look around congregations and see only gray heads, feel a sense of hopelessness about the 

future. Others who know the biblical story of the Exile approach the challenge from a different 

perspective. When the first wave of people from Jerusalem were taken into exile in Babylon, the people 

were saddened and humiliated. Five years later Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the whole city including the 

temple, and the people were completely devastated. It was into this devastation that Ezekiel prophesied 

the coming of a fresh breeze – the breath of God’s Spirit. Little did the exiles know that this 50-year period 

without a temple structure would later be described as the most formative of their history next to the 

Exodus. When the people, with the help of the prophets, accepted the Exile as a time of discipline and a 

call to repentance, it became a time for reflection and reorientation (a 50-year “Lent”) and the beginning of 

a new era. A similar opportunity is open to the Christian church today. Many are excited by the new 

breath that God can breathe into the church if we are willing to acknowledge and live in exile for a while. 

We do not need to fear the destruction of the church, as it has been, because we are a people of the 

resurrection. 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 

CENTERING PRAYER: 

 

When things in life frighten us, help us to feel your presence, loving God. When there 

seems to be no hope, remind us you are with us always.  Amen. 

MINUTE FOR MISSION: 

 
Our gifts for Mission & Service work to create opportunities to be an intercultural church. 

Our gifts for Mission & Service work to create opportunities to understand what it 
means to be an intercultural church. Here is a story about one of those opportunities. 

Beth Baskin, Program Coordinator, Social Analysis and Congregational 
Engagement, in the Church in Mission Unit of The United Church of Canada, reflects on 
White Privilege: 

As someone who supported a delegation to the Global White Privilege Conference 

in May 2018 and supports the White Privilege Working Group, I spend a lot of time 

thinking about it. 

White Privilege is the norm that allows me to go through my day without really 

having to think about what I do or say. The systems work pretty well for me. This is a 

problem. 

The problem is that I (and lots of others) can go through life ignoring racism and the 

resulting oppression and exclusion. I will be a poorer person for the lack of diversity and 

understanding in my life and faith, but really, unless I go out of my way to be in 

relationships with those whom the systems exclude, I can live in my White bubble. This 

choice will give me occasional pangs of sadness for the oppressed but have no real 

consequences for my day-to-day living. 



It is my job and the job of the White Privilege Working Group, among others, to ask 

the questions that lead us to understand others’ cultures and experiences. We must find 

real, tangible ways to change our church to honour and incorporate ways of being, 

knowing, and deciding that are not the dominant church norm. 

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, thank you so much! If 

you have not given, please join me in making Mission & Service giving a regular part of 

your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: 

O God, you have walked with your creation through millennia; through bounty and 

scarcity, war and peace, pandemic and health.  Be with us now as we read your word.  

Let it speak to our fear, fill us with hope, brighten our darkness and give strength for the 

day.  In Christ we pray.  Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 -- The dry bones of Israel brought to life 

 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full 

of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in 

the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these 
bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and 

will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 

breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 

the LORD.” 

  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 

breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 



cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 

own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD.” 
 

Psalm 130 -- I wait for you, O Lord; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 

 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 

my supplication. 

 3If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 

 4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  

 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 

morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with 

the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  

 

Romans 8:6-11 -- Life in the Spirit 

 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But 

if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 

of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

John 11:1-45 -- Baptismal image: the raising of Lazarus 

 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 



“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples 

said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But 

those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying 

this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 

awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 

go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 

also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 

because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 

in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he 

loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 



 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a 

loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

SERMON: 

"Take away the stone." 
"Excuse me?" 
"Take away the stone." 
"Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days." 
"Take away the stone." 
I believe it is safe to assume that those who rolled away the stone from Lazarus' 

tomb had the thought, "Why me?" pass through their minds.  Surely this miracle worker 
just had to say the word and the stone would have moved of its own accord!  But no, 
Jesus wanted assistance.  And once the stone was moved, and the stench hit, I 
question whether anyone paid much attention to Jesus' prayer that followed.  

Yet, the stone was moved.  The command was given, action followed.  The 
people had stood around and waited for the miracle, yet they did not think that they 
would have their role to play, no matter how small. 

From the darkness and odour of death walked resurrected life.  The miracle.  
Just how should one respond after witnessing a miracle?  Applaud?  Shout praises to 
God?  Sing?  Dance?  Pray?   

"Unbind him and let him go." 
Always the pragmatist. 
Once again, someone from the ranks of the probable unwilling was called upon 

to remove the rags of death from the body of the living.  Even if I had been Lazarus' 
best friend and closest neighbour, I do not believe I would have wanted this job.  He had 
already begun to decompose!  How gross! 

"Unbind him and let him go." 
Again, the command of Jesus for assistance.  We are called upon to be a means 

for miracles in some of the most dark, dank, and frightening moments in life.  Or, like the 
woman who touched Jesus' cloak, it may be that our presence will have an effect of 
which we will never know the miraculous results.  Such is the mystery and beauty of 
miracles. 

We are called to be a means for miracles. 



Sometimes this can be quite a challenge, yet, as at Lazarus' tomb, in the most 
difficult moments, Christ is present.  It is a realization of the dominion of heaven that 
exists and is at work here on earth. 

As human beings this story is a marvellous reminder that we are not the miracle 
workers on this planet -- God is.  It is also a marvellous reminder that miracles can and 
do happen, but maybe they are not as cut and dried, clean and nice smelling as we 
wish they would be.  And the most marvellous reality about this story is that God desires 
our help in the working out of miracles.  God wants us present, God wants us to get our 
hands dirty, our bodies smelly, by working with real things in life such as people, rags, 
stenches and death.   

When you think deeply about it, it isn't the raising of Lazarus that is the only 
miracle.  The other miracle is that the bystanders didn't all run away at Jesus' requests 
or at the appearance of the formerly dead!   

"Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?" 
Yes, Jesus, you did.  And it is when my faith appears to be at its weakest that a 

moment of grace will occur which shines before me to remind me that, Yes! I do believe, 
and, Yes! I am a means for miracles. 

So, what are some of the miracles that still occur in our world?  Birth.  Any birth, 
human beings or animal beings, being born is a miracle, considering all the odds 
against coming out of the experience alive.  Each time a medical team helps bring 
another child into the world, each time the rancher assists another calf on its exit from 
its mother's body, even the birth of another litter of barn cats, is a miracle! 

Our care homes.  Now there is a miracle.  The people who live there as well as 
those who work there.  Even those elderly people who just want to lay in bed and die 
experience a miracle by the fact that they are surrounded by those who do want to live, 
and by the living who care for them.  Sometimes, the activity of life inspires the most 
unwilling person to have hope.  Similarly, there are those staff who actually detest 
working in a care home, but they need the pay-cheque.  However, miracles are still 
occurring because even the hardest heart will sometimes be moved to love a particular 
resident.  We don't always see the miracles - they are there. 

Death.  Death is a miracle.  But I do not speak of ultimate death.  I speak of all 
the little deaths we experience throughout our lives.  The death of stereotypes and 
prejudices  as we experience people and not labels; the death of God, or rather the 
death of the God that we want–not the one who is, to embrace who God really is and 
finding that God is larger than the box we made for God; the death of the love of things 
which helps us to focus on the source of true happiness--a relationship with God;  the 
death of fear, so that we can grow and change and learn and have life.   

If we do not die, we do not live.  We may be a means for miracles for others, but 
as for each one of us, God reminds us of Christ who was sent to live out a miracle for 
us.   

"I have already unbound you.  You are free.  Go and free others."   
Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
Out of the depths we cry to you, O God. We call out for those who are sick and 
suffering, who are hurting and scared. We bring before you our family members, friends 



and community members:  Rita; Mike; Brooke; Abbie; Tracy; Carolyn & Douglas; Don; 
Amber; Nicole; Gordon; Scott; Diane; Bryon; Elizabeth & David; Annie; Sandy & Ron. 
We lift up those who have the covid-19 virus, those dying from the virus, their families 
and those who care for them.  May they feel your presence and know they are not 
alone.  

Out of the depths we cry to you, O God. We cry out for justice and peace in a world that 
is ever-consumed with anger and violence. Help us to relax, to hear what others say 
before we lash out with hurtful words.  

Out of the depths we cry to you, O God. Make your presence felt through all creation, 
that we might know we are loved by you. Help us to translate that love into care and 
compassion for others. 

We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BENEDICTION: 
Go out into the world in peace, and in Christ’s name be – 
   the humble who make others proud 
   the poor who have riches to share 
   the weak who help others be strong 
   the empty who overflow with loving kindness.  
And the largess of the love of God, 
and the treasure of the grace of Christ Jesus, 
and the buoyant health of the Holy Spirit 
will be with you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK: 

Rita Covernton; Mike Froese; Brooke Alexiuk; Abbie; Tracy Skoglund; Carolyn & Douglas; 

Don; Amber; Nicole; Gordon Dreger; Pam & Scott Brown; Diane Dreger; Bryon Clubb; 

Elizabeth & David; Annie Grossman; Sandy & Ron Lange; the Schoenfeld family. 

 


